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NOTES AND NEWS 



At the meeting of the Aristotelian Society on May 6, Miss Beatrice 
Edgell read a paper on "Imagery and Memory." "In examining the 
orders of fact which it is necessary for psychological analysis to recognize 
in its attempt to deal with memory as a cognitive state of consciousness, 
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we may, following Bergson, distinguish retention, the memory which 
repeats, the memory of habit and practise, from the memory which 
imagines, memory proper. The differing forms of the latter — recognition, 
persistence, reminiscence, suggested recall, and recollection — manifest with 
varying degrees of distinctness three orders of fact : an act, reference back 
to the past, imagery and meaning or object remembered. Imagery is 
treated as the product of the reference back, the form in which conscious- 
ness responds to a given situation. It is " presentation," distinguishable 
from the act of remembering on the one hand, and from the meaning or 
what is remembered on the other. Unless " presentation " be so recog- 
nized, there is no justification for regarding a cognitive state of conscious- 
ness as generically different from other forms of conscious experience. 
All consciousness would then be reducible to one supreme category — cona- 
tion. A sketch plan of such a merely conative psychology has been worked 
out by Professor Alexander. But the attempt to eliminate ' presentation ' 
leads to insuperable difficulties. When imagery is treated as object and 
non-mental, the ' pastness ' of what is remembered becomes unintelligible, 
while the memory of the subject's own past states of consciousness is ex 
hypothesi impossible, for such past states can not be non-mental objects. 
Memory in this case has to be translated into ' revival ' or ' renewal,' but 
such a translation proves upon examination inadequate to the fact as con- 
sciously experienced." — The Athenwum. 

J. Carleton Bell, Ph.D. (Harvard), managing editor of the Journal 
of Educational Psychology and director of the psychological laboratory in 
the Brooklyn Training School for Teachers, has been appointed professor 
of the art of teaching in the University of Texas. Dr. Bell will devote 
his attention chiefly to the experimental investigation of problems of 
teaching. 

Stephen S. Colvin, Ph.B. (Brown, '91), Ph.D. (Strasburg, '97), pro- 
fessor of psychology in the University of Illinois, has accepted a chair in 
educational psychology in Brown University, newly established in coopera- 
tion with the State Board of Education with the assistance of an appro- 
priation made by the state legislature. — Science. 

Professor Hugo Munsterberg, who has now sailed for Europe, gave 
an address on June 4 before the Naval War College in Newport, R. I., on 
" The Psychology of the Navy," and an address on June 5 before the 
American Association for Labor Legislation on " The Psychology of In- 
dustrial Efficiency." — Science. 

The fourth annual meeting of the Minnesota Psychological Confer- 
ence was held at the University of Minnesota on March 29. The morning 
session was devoted to a discussion of the Treatment and Diagnosis of 
Exceptional Children. 

Professor G. M. Whipple, of Cornell University, has been granted a 
half year's leave of absence. He will make a study of the recent develop- 
ments in applied and educational psychology in various educational cen- 
ters of Europe. 



